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Q10 374 (k) .353 (¥x) 241 (kx)i =010 572 (k) .657 (kk) 390 (xx) .300 (¥x) 724 (xx) .728 (k) 1
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V. EE#ESREER

+ Issues in the World is a one semester required English course for all second-year
students. This course, along with Economics in the World, makes up half of the Bridge
Program, which is a core component of the English language curriculum and is at the
heart of our faculty’s Content and Language Integrated Learning approach. These
Bridge Courses pair small-group language-focus classes taught by language experts with
large lecture classes taught by subject matter experts. Both of the paired courses present
similar knowledge and content for mastery by the students, but from different
perspectives so that students learn both the concepts and the language to describe them.
In previous years, Issues in the World (IITW) had been paired with a sociology course,
Sustainable Development. That course was no longer available to the Bridge Program,

so this presented an opportunity to redevelop the course.

IITW is taught by a team of teachers, so this was a significant change for all instructors.
When planning the revised course, I wished to keep components of the original IITW,
while also providing support to the new lecture course, Economic Development of Japan,
which covers economic history and development in Japan culminating in recent
developments and featuring aspects of inequality in the workplace—especially as
experienced by women. To match this, we retained the two research cycle structure

where students research and peer teach on two related topics of their choice.

In order to make use of the experience and preparation from previous years of the course,
the new IITW focused even more strongly on inequality. In the first research cycle,
students work in groups to research and present on the economic development of a
country of their choice in tandem with the Economic Development of Japan course. In
the second research cycle, students then each choose a different dimension or aspect of
inequality for individual research and report writing as the lecture course turns to that
topic. This second focus complements the Economic Development of Japan course and
responds to student preferences; they responded positively to investigating inequality in
relation to development in the previous course. This set of tasks requires students to use

and show mastery of the language and concepts in a new context.

The final strand of my new IITW course is the addition of a series of short lectures and

readings which present economic development and inequality in Indonesia. This gives
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the students a third track for practicing listening to lectures, note-taking, and asking
instructors questions for clarification. Students compare and contrast issues in the
economic and social development of this oft overlooked neighbor with Japan and with
the countries they chose for their own research. This recycles the vocabulary and
concepts from Economic Development in Japan an additional time, giving students one

more context in which to engage which English and the understanding of inequality.

 Because of coronavirus pandemic situation, my teaching almost exclusively made a
transition into on-line, in which I used mainly ZOOM as medium to give instructions
and occasionally on-demand system (e.g., videos, mini reports, and quizzes). The
continuing use of moodle turned out to be a very effective means to reach students. To
use this “crisis” as an opportunity, I basically converted many paper-based educational
materials and my instructions (which had been given orally before) into digital forms.
This took a quite good amount of time and energy, but it turned out to be very meaningful.
The rate of student participation was very good. The problem I faced was the limit set
upon the file size of student submissions because of the enhanced use of moodle by faculty
members. The problems raised by students are mostly related to the poor condition of

WiFi environment at Gakushuin University.
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+ I was able to provide my students with a very effective and focused, 4-skill English lessons based on a

i

variety of TED and TED-ED talks using narrated PowerPoint movies. Activities included cloze listening,
pronunciation practice, discussion questions and weekly reaction paper writing assignments. In addition,
students were required to join the extensive reading website ReadOasis.com and read a minimum of
200,000 words. Prints were made available for download for each lesson.

* Using Moodle, I am able to have students communicate with one another in writing or by leaving recorded
messages for one another, summarize their discussions during Zoom breakout meetings, and submit
presentation videos if they have been absent. Students can also have online chats in smaller groups than
whole-class Zoom chats allow. I also find it useful to have resources on the Moodle site explaining to
students how to use various Zoom functions such as screen sharing and collaboration using the

Whiteboard.

[Zoom]
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+ I found it useful to give students materials and activities on WebClass before having a short (30 minutes)
Zoom meeting. The WebClass activities included listening practice, vocabulary quizzes, and other
focused language practice that prepared them for the Zoom meeting. I sometimes also used the BBS
and Wiki functions to brainstorm discussion ideas before meeting on Zoom. I could give feedback on
Zoom, too.

+ In the Zoom meetings, students usually spent most of the time in breakout rooms, discussing the topics
introduced on WebClass, or doing speaking activities from the textbook. I usually changed the breakout

rooms once every 5-10 minutes to either repeat an activity with new people, or start a new activity. This
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also meant that students didn't get stuck with an uncooperative partner for too long (although most
students were very cooperative and tried very hard).

+ [ tried to make sure I visited the breakout rooms to speak to every student every week (I could usually
do this, but occasionally I missed one or two students - in that case, I made sure I spoke to them first
next week). This way, I avoided long lectures (as most of the input was given on WebClass prior to the
Zoom meeting) and maximized the amount of time students could spend speaking, as well as the amount
of time I could spend speaking to students one-on-one.
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+ For LABO class I used online graded readers in the first half of the semester. Students summarised the
books in a weekly journal and orally in breakout room pairs. In the second half of the semester, students
watched TED talks, which they summarised in their weekly journal and again orally in breakout room
pairs. Students mainly kept their cameras off during class - except when I asked them to turn them on at
the end to say goodbye. I tried to interact with each of the students in the class each week - with a check-
in at the start of the class, and with questions directed to named students during the class. All class
instructions, and links to e-readers and TED talks were stored on Moodle.

+ Effective methods: I found it useful to use zoom, and WebClass for homework. For Zoom I found it

useful to use the main session to explain the speaking activities and the breakout rooms for the

students to practice these. During the lesson I would cycle between everyone together in the main
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session where I would either teach them the language point or feedback as a class to what they had
discussed. I also found it useful to use a class Google Docs, which provided the framework for the

lesson, and was used as a reference point along with the textbook.
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