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Comparing the genomes of chimpanzees and humans shows only a 1.2 percent difference. Even in model
organisms such as rats, fruitflies, and nematodes, the basic functions of life and cell structures are nearly
identical to those in humans. Only minor differences distinguish humans from other animals. By studying
the genes and cells of model organisms, we can find similarities with human biological processes. This

knowledge can then be used to treat diseases and promote healthier, longer lives.
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