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a) I went to study at Beet Language School in Bournemouth, England, for a month. The training location was
racially diverse and well-suited for learning English. Students were mainly from Europe, with a particularly large
number from Switzerland. There were also students from Italy and Spain.

b) The nights hanging out with friends from Europe were super fun. Started to watch a football game at an
English pub, and we went to the club after that. I enjoyed the British alcohol and vibes there. It was quite
different from Japan, where people in a room got all in together, and that taught me that strangers actually can
have this close interaction. Then I felt so happy that I experienced such a great moment in my lifetime.

C) This stay taught me how important pronunciation is. It just avoids confusing people or being asked to say
again what I said when you know how to make the right sound with your mouth and tongue. Oral fluency is
the next thing I need to focus on to enhance my English, rather than learning new vocabulary.

D) Express myself. To express words of inner feelings is sometimes hard for the Japanese because of the culture
of silence. But this time, I spoke about my idea to people around me, such as the host family. I share my idea
topic related to something I learned in school and express my perspective on it. I had to have the courage to
do so since I don’t want to get rejected for my opinion. It is very scarce.

E) I definitely would like to say something about the distance between people. It's quite close. I paid for a
membership to work out in the gym, and they always chat with me. This never happened in Japan.

F) I noticed they are so close with neighbors of their own will. I had a little night party with this neighbor at the
host family’s house, and they were so fun to be with. My host family said they are a quite fun family, and their
neighbor, who came over to join us, was the only one they wanted to be close to since they matched each other.
Ever since they got to know each other, they have had a little party every month. That is what they told me,
and I saw it as quite fascinating how they are.

G) I've decided not to waste the time on enhancing my English level, so I am currently working on English more
than I used to before the program. And also, I cherish the memory with my best host family and friends from
Europe. As much as possible, I am going to keep in touch with them.

H) I truly recommend joining this program if you are desperate to put yourself in an English environment. This
is the right choice to go. Host families are not willing to point out your English; they will help you in the best
way.
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I've been in Namibia for a month for wildlife conservation program. I was staying at a tent, with two other
people from different countries and it was like a big school but in a savanna.

The most thing I enjoyed is researching about the wildlife in Namibia and actually go track the wild animals like
lions, rhinos, elephants, and so on. We drove hours and hours to track the wild animals and when we got to
see them, it was just too amazing and literally no words to say.

The most important things I learned about foreign language is that you don’t have to be very good at the
language, the more important thing is to have passion to talk with the others. People are not looking for
someone who's good at English, if you're passionate even if your grammar isn't that good, people would try to
understand you.

For me the challenges I met in ways of cultural differences is that even if I understand what people are talking
about, since everyone grew up in different countries, the things we have in common, like what we used to do
in high school or what tv shows we watch, is not the same, which made me hard to understand why people
are laughing so much. I felt very different with Japan when I got there and noticed that the people working in
the sanctuary is very very disorganized. Since there were so many volunteers coming from different countries
all over the world, they didn’t know who or where I am from and when I'm gonna leave.

I always felt the diversity in Namibia. First of all there were no Asians other than me and most of the people I
met were Europeans. The local people were all Namibians so I guess the country itself isn't that multicultural
but the place I stayed was very international.

I'm not very sure how I'm going to use this experience but one thing I want to do in the future is to work in
JICA, and when I was in Namibia, I met people speaking Japanese and they were actually people from JICA
and we talked a lot about many things.

I would advise them to not hesitate to go to Namibia if you're very passionate about animals. And stay strong
and positive because if you get sick in Namibia, you won't get a good medical treatment so it's better to stay
positive in any situation.
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