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Basho in Lockdown
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For the last few years, | have been working on a translation into English of Bashd’s
complete haiku. The coronavirus crisis has made me see the poems in a new light. In our
teaching, even if online, and in our work as researchers, we maintain the channels of hope.
Hope needs nurturing. The ending of Lu Xun's story ‘Hometown’ comes to mind, where
hope is compared to a path across the land, which only comes into being when lots of
people go the same way. Most of modern life seems geared towards dulling us to what
literature and the coronavirus remind us, that we are all implicated in each other’s fate, that
the tiniest action can be of the most enormous consequence. And so back to Basho | go...
BEANSLDBRIFDDIFHBL
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